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Child sexual abuse
cases often appear in
newspaper headlines,
bt they are rarely
talked about elsewhere,

Little Warrioes
fonnder and chair Glar
Meldrum hopes those
attitudes change after
the launch of a new
public service ad cam-
paign dubbed | am a
Warrior.

Ihe campaign fea-
tures 13 adults who
share their stories of
being sexually molest-
ed at & young age.

Meldrum has experi-
enced sexual abuse
first-hand by someone
she rusted. She was
only eight years old at
the rime.

"As a society, when
it's the creepy person in
the van scouting play-
grounds, everybody
wants that person

penalized to the max,”
Meldrum says. “Ninety-
five per cent to 93 per
cent of the time, it's not
a stranger you need to
worty abourt, it's the
people that have the
trust of your children.”

She sayvs, other than
herself, no one came
forward to tell their sto-
ries last year. This vear,
however, 13 people
came forward out of 40
CHSES.

Meldrum says often
when a family member
is suspected of child
sexual abuse, the rest of
the family does not
respond properly.

“They do the worst
thing - they cover it
up.” she says. “They put
it in the closer, they
dom't talk about it and
they do not stand up
for their children.”

She says she hopes
more people come for-
ward and get help
through the program's
resources because talk-
ing about it can lead to
action,

Irista Anger, one of
the 13 Warriors partici-

paring in the cam-
paign, says more adults
need to educare them-
selves on this topicin
order to protect chil-
dren.

“We're pushing for a
call to action for adults
to take part in preven-
tion,” Anger says.

Little Warrinrs is &
charitable organization
with a nationwicde
focus on educating
adults about how o
help prevent, distin-
guish and react respon-
sibly to child sexual
ahuse.

For more informa-
tion, contact littlewar-
riors.ca.




